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Acute-onset breathlessness after 
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A 76-year-old man with a background of chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease presented with new-onset 
dysphagia. On examination, pooling of saliva in the 
pyriform fossa was noted. Systemic examination was 
otherwise unremarkable. He went on to have a barium 
swallow examination. During the procedure, he became 
breathless and oxygen saturation dropped to 85% on 
room air. Bilateral crackles and wheezing were noted on 
auscultation. He was transferred directly to our intensive 
care unit. Chest X-ray was performed immediately, which 
showed bilateral dense punctate foci and linear opacities 
in the alveoli and tracheobronchial tree, with greater 
involvement of the left side as compared with the right 
(figure 1). What is your diagnosis?

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  D I A G N O S I S ?

See page 172 for the answer to this photo quiz.

Figure 1. Chest X-ray showing bilateral dense 
punctate foci and linear opacities, with greater 
involvement of the left side as compared to the right


